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sorrow, he could afford to relax for a while in the sun-
shine of public acclaim. The brief visit of the two sover-
eigns was a happy round of banquets and celebrations,
which took nearly everybody's mind off politics. But the
four ministers of the allied monarchs found time to take
several important decisions. The first concerned the Pope.
The pontifical sovereign had sent Cardinal Consalvi to
London in order to protest against the Treaty of Paris,
which gave Avignon to France, and to say that he, the
Pope, was not the sovereign but the trustee of the Church
states. The sovereign was Jesus Christ; therefore, the Pope
could not legally cede what did not belong to him, and all
such cessions were null and void. On June 6, the four
ministers came to an agreement:
... that His Holiness, in his capacity as a temporal power,
should be treated on the same footing as the other states; that
consequently, together with the Elector of Hanover, the Elec-
tor of Hesse, the King of Sardinia, etc., etc., he should be
restored the possessions which had been taken from him with-
out formal cession by him; that, nevertheless, the possessions
which had been transferred by formal peace treaty between the
predecessor of His Holiness and France should be considered
by the allied powers as conquests on the part of France which
these powers therefore became authorized to distribute so as to
bring about a balance of power in Europe.
Thus, the law of nations, which the Allies wished to
revive after the long period of revolutionary subversion,
applied to all states, including the Church states. The
second decision, taken on June 15, read as follows:
ist. What date shall be designated for the meeting of the
plenipotentiaries of the powers in Vienna? It is agreed that
a circular be sent to all the participating courts, bearing the
invitation to send their plenipotentiaries on August 15 next.
2nd. What arrangement shall be made to work out the con-
tinental problems before Congress? Agreed to assemble the
plenipotentiaries from the seven courts of Austria, Russia,
France, England, Prussia, Spain, and Sweden in a committee